SMART Targets 7th Grade – Unit 2.1
“Living in the Dark” (p. 201-208)
On-going:
1. Comprehension questions from “Living in the Dark” (CLASSWORK grade)

2. Project: Greek Roots poster (PROJECT grade)

3. Writing Task: Argumentative Essay: “Should Scientists Continue Exploring Our Oceans? (TEST grade) 
Assessment:
1. Analyzing the Text p. 210 (CLASSWORK grade – in-class)
2. Comprehension Test – “Living in the Dark” (TEST grade)
3. Critical Vocabulary/Vocabulary Strategy/Language Conventions p. 211-212 (QUIZ grade)

Extended Activities (“Homework”)
· Close Reader: “Stinging Tentacles Offer Hints of Ocean’s Decline” p. 67-74 (QUIZ grade)





7th Grade ELA Comprehension Questions
Collection 4: excerpt from “Living in the Dark” science article by Cheryl Bardoe (p. 201-208)

Day 1 – lines 1-86 (p. 201-204)
1. ANALYZE STRUCTURE: Authors often use text features such as headings to organize information.  The heading before an article can give readers an idea of what the section will be about.  Based solely on the heading, what do you think the first section of the article will be about? (p. 201) (RI.2.5)

2. DETERMINE CENTRAL IDEAS AND DETAILS: Paraphrasing, or restating information in your own words, is an effective strategy to help readers understand complex ideas in a text.  Re-read lines 24-32 (p. 202).  Paraphrase the description of the whale fall.  (RI.1.2, RI.1.3)

3. ANALYZE STRUCTURE: Cause-and-effect patterns of organization show the relationship between events or ideas.  This helps the reader understand how the first event (the cause) leads to one or more events (the effects).  Signal words, such as because, since, and therefore, help readers identify cause-and-effect relationships.  Re-read lines 79-86 (p. 204).  Cite the causes of scientists’ ideas about life on Earth being “suddenly turned upside down.” (RI.1.1, RI.1.3, RI.2.5)
Day 2 – lines 87-159 (p. 204-206)
4. DETERMINE CENTRAL IDEAS AND DETAILS: In lines 98-103, the author describes the key process that creates the deep-sea food chain.  Re-read lines 98-103 (p. 205).  Paraphrase this process. (RI.1.2, RI.1.3)

5. DETERMINE CENTRAL IDEAS AND DETAILS: Remember, readers can use headings in a text to help identify central ideas.  Re-read lines 139-155 (p. 206).  Paraphrase the explanation of how “whale bones” act as “stepping stones.” (RI.1.2, RI.1.3)
Day 3 – lines 160-212 (p. 206-208)
6. ANALYZE STRUCTURE: Visual elements such as photos, maps, or graphics can add to or clarify information in a text.  Look at the photo on p. 207.  What does the photo show and why might the author have included it? (RI.2.5)

7. CITE EVIDENCE: In lines 174-175, the author draws a conclusion, or makes a statement based on evidence and experience, about scientific exploration: “Scientists must balance the thrill of discovery with persistence and patience.” Re-read lines 174-179 (p. 207).  Cite text evidence from the paragraph that supports the author’s conclusion.  (RI.1.1)






Franklin Academy Boynton Beach
Grade 7 ELA Formal Writing Task
Unit 2.1: “Living in the Dark”
Assignment: Argumentative Writing – Performance Task (textbook p. 210)
Mode: Formal Writing Portfolio (25 assessment points)
Due Date: TBA in class
Task: Think about Santiago Herrera’s statement at the end of “Living in the Dark.”  Do you agree or disagree with Herrera’s statement?  Use the following statement as your position statement: “Scientists should/should not continue exploring the oceans.”  Identify three reasons and use the article and any other research information you wish to support your reasons.
Your essay must be five parts and include a minimum of three quotes from cited sources.	
Plan: Review text for evidence 
· Introduction – Your introduction should introduce the topic you are addressing (should scientists continue to explore our oceans), your opinion (yes/no), and the three reasons you feel best support your stated opinion and which you will write about in your main body paragraphs.
· Main body paragraphs. Each main body paragraph should include a topic sentence that identifies the reason, cited evidence from the text to support your reason, and an explanation of how this evidence supports your opinion.
· Conclusion – Your conclusion should identify and dismiss a counter-argument (opposing point of view), explaining why you disagree with the opinion, restate your three main reasons and opinion, and a strong concluding statement explaining why others should agree with you. 
Research: Gather evidence for your topic from the article “Living in the Dark” (textbook p. 201-208).  Locate and present three researched pieces of evidence you will synthesize into your essay.
Draft: Write your essay
Review: Check your work 
Purpose, Focus & Organization (4 marks)
· Does your introduction establish the focus topic?
· Do you give your opinion? Do you give three reasons why?
· Do you avoid using ‘I’ in your writing (using personal tone costs you a mark)?
· Do you use transition words at the start of paragraphs? Do you use them inside paragraphs?
· Do you use a topic sentence to identify the reason?
Evidence and Elaboration (4 marks)
· Do you cite evidence and state the source? Do you use evidence from each source?
· Do you explain how the evidence supports your reason?
· Do you introduce a counter-argument and explain why they are wrong?
· Do you conclude with your opinion and the three reasons why you believe you are correct? 
Conventions (2 marks)
· Have you followed the conventions of the English language? Check spelling, punctuation, sentence structure, and vocabulary choices to ensure your writing is accurate.
Your draft must show evidence of your own review, peer-review, and teacher revisions.
Revised copy: an amended final version
Reflection: A short reflection on how you worked through the writing process and the quality of your final piece.
Franklin Academy Boynton Beach
Grade 7 Project – Greek Roots
Unit 2.1: “Living in the Dark”

Assignment: Greek Roots Display

Mode: In-class project (25 project marks)

Task:

The informational article “Living in the Dark” (p. 201-208) refers to many terms that include Greek roots, since modern civilization owes a great deal to the Ancient Greeks for discoveries in earth and life science.  In the Vocabulary Strategy section following the article (p. 211 in your textbook), several Greek roots and terms with those roots are introduced.  Choose any Greek root and find three (3) words containing each root.

Directions:

· Sketch out your project on loose leaf paper first before beginning the final draft.
· Use 9 x 12” construction paper (which I will provide) for your final draft.
· Write your chosen root in large print in the center of the paper (held vertically), with the definition of the root clearly written below it 
· Around the root, write each word in a separate space including its part of speech (noun, verb, etc.) and dictionary definition.  
· For each word, add a picture (drawn or cut/pasted) related to the word and a brief caption describing it.  
· Your text may be typed onto paper and pasted onto the construction paper or handwritten in colored marker directly onto the construction paper.








Sample Project Poster

HYDROPONICS (noun)					HYDROPLANE (noun)
a method of growing plants in water 		a boat that is designed to 	
rather than in soil					move over water at very
								high speeds

                       HYDROPONIC PLANTS				      HYDROPLANE RACES
HYDRO-
(“water”)

HYDROTHERMAL (adj.)
of or relating to hot water —used especially of the formation of minerals by hot solutions rising from a cooling magma
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